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SUBJECT: AMERICAN FORTNIGHT 77 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL FORTNIGHTS IN 1973 AND 1975, 
AMCHAM HONG KONG IS PLANNING A 1977 EVENT IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
CONSULATE. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS CENTERED AROUND REMOVAL 
THOSE ASPECTS PREVIOUS FORTNIGHTS WHICH OUTSIDE NORMAL TRADE 
PROMOTION EFFORTS AND RATIONALIZATION OF 1977 EFFORT DOWN TO 
MORE MANAGEABLE SIZE. CONGEN HAS AGREED TO SUPPORT THE FORTNIGHT 
PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE ARE AWARE OF USDOC'S RESERVATIONS ON SOME ASPECTS OF 
EARLIER FORTNIGHT PRESENTATIONS AND HAVE SOUGHT IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH AMCHAM TO DIRECT THE PROGRAM INTO CLEARLY DELINEATED TRADE 
PROMOTION CHANNELS. 

3. THERE ARE THREE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS TO OUT CONCEPT: 

(A) AN INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION OF BUILDING MATERIALS AND ALLIED 
PRODUCTS UNDER A "BETTER LIVING" THEME FOLLOWED BY A SECOND 
EXHIBITION ON QUALITY CONTROL AND TESTING EQUIPMENT, THE TANDEM 
PRESENTATION TO RUN FOR A TOTAL OF TWO WEEKS; (B) IN-STORE 
PROMOTIONS INVOLVING ALL OF HONG KONG'S DEPARTMENT STORES AND; 

(C) A SUPERMARKET PROMOTION FEATURING US PROCESSED AND NATURAL 
FOOD PRODUCTS. IN ADDITION, AMCHAM WILL, ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE, 
SPONSOR SEVERAL COMMUNITY AFFAIRS EVENTS. 
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4. CONGEN COMMERCIAL OFFICER DISCUSSED PROPOSED THEMES FOR THE 
INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS WITH THE SINGAPORE REGIONAL TRADE CENTER 
DURING A RECENT VISIT. THE TRADE CENTER STAFF WERE ENTHUSI- 
ASTIC AND, SUBJECT TO USDOC APPROVAL, HAVE OFFERED TO CONSIDER 
THE FORTNIGHT AS AN OFF SITE PRESENTATION OF THE TRADE CENTER. 

SUCH DESIGNATION WOULD PROVIDE THE PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE 
NECESSARY FOR MAXIMIZATION OF SALES. HONG KONG WILL, OF COURSE, 
PROVIDE ECONOMIC JUSTIFICATION FOR EACH THEME. 

5. BOTH THE IN-STORE PROMOTION AND THE SUPERMARKET PROGRAM WILL 
BE FUNDED LOCALLY AT PARTICIPANTS EXPENSE. NO COMMERCE FUNDS 
REQUIRED. 

6. COMMISSIONER MILTON FOLDS OF THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT HAS LEARNED OF FORTNIGHT PLANS AND WILL 
RECOMMEND THAT GEORGIA AND THE ENTIRE COASTAL PLAINS 
REGIONAL COMMISSION PARTICIPATE. THE CPRC INCLUDES VIRGINIA, 

NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, TENNESSEE AND FLORIDA. 
COMMISSIONER FOLDS AND THE GEORGIA TOKYO REPRESENTATIVE, MR. 
MARVIN JOHNSON, WERE ENTHUSIASTIC IN THE BELIEF THAT THE SOUTHERN 
STATES COULD BENEFIT FROM PARTICIPATION IN SUCH AN UMBRELLA EVENT. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: USDOC IS REQUESTED TO APPROVE DESIGNATION 
OF THE FORTNIGHT AS AN OFFSITE EVENT FOR THE SINGAPORE RTC FOR 
THE THEMES DESIGNATED AND, BASED ON USDOC'S OWN SCHEDULING 
PROBLEMS, CHOOSE A TWO WEEK PERIOD FOR SUCH A PROGRAM ANY TIME 
DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 1977. 
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